sary. An amount of excipient which, gently stirred into a powder, would barely suffice to make it sticky, may be ample to make it a soft mass if it is well worked in. This is no doubt partly due to the fibres in the powder being squeezed closer together, and a larger quantity of them therefore becoming coated with a given quantity of the sticky material present, but it is also partly the result of the heat generated by the friction, which softens ingredients of an extract of resinous nature, and so helps them to spread further.
The mass should be rolled out and cut into pills as soon as it is made, and the pills at once rounded off.
After a few minutes a well-made mass will in most cases become appreciably harder, and it is best for this only to occur after the pills have been rolled.
Manipulation of the mass with the fingers is often so advantageous, or even necessary, that it cannot be objected to. It is hardly needful to add that the hands must be washed absolutely clean before pillmaking.
